
TEN GRAPHIC NOVELS (AND 

MANGA) FOR SCHOOLS! 
 

 

 

 

 

Anya could really use a friend. But her new BFF isn’t kidding about the 

“Forever” part.  Of all the things Anya expected to find at the bottom of an old 

well, a new friend was not one of them. Especially not a new friend who’s 

been dead for a century. 

Falling down a well is bad enough, but Anya’s normal life might actually be 

worse. She’s embarrassed by her family, self-conscious about her body, and 

she’s pretty much given up on fitting in at school. A new friend—even a 

ghost—is just what she needs. 

Or so she thinks. Spooky, sardonic, and secretly sincere, Anya’s Ghost is a 

wonderfully entertaining début from author/artist Vera Brosgol. 

Probably the most famous graphic novel on this list, Maus by the brilliant, 

award winning and critically acclaimed Art Spiegelman is the authors 

graphical depiction of the recollections of this grandparents who lived 

through the holocaust.  Stories fold using Cats and Mice rather than Nazis 

and Jews softens the impact slightly but detracts nothing from the chilling, 

true-life tales. 

Another title you may want to consider is Perseopolis 

Eisner-Award winning cartoonist Hope Larson set this fun magic-realist tale 

of growing up in a small town in Nova Scotia, Canada. The story takes place 

in the same geographical place in two very different times, giving a sort of 

dual perspective on teenage-hood and small town life. It's a lovely book on 

its own, but combined with Faith Erin Hicks' Friends With Boys, it's even more 

fun, especially if you've ever visited Nova Scotia. 

A creepy, Midwich Cuckoo/Stepford Wives goes to camp story.  Two 

intelligent but troubled teens get sent to a camp for troublecausers but 

things at the camp are a little, odd, and the teens soon realise that 

something sinister is going on.  Hugely relatable characters in a slightly 

horror/fantasy context.  I did mean Midwich Cuckoos pretty much literally….. 



 

 

 

 

 

Possibly the second most famous Graphic Novel on the List.  A sweet but 

heart-wrenchingly subtle tale of an old couple in their 50’s and how they 

react to the build up to, detonation, and fallout from a nuclear bomb.  Their 

misunderstandings lend a gentle humour to it but the characters are all too 

recognizable as grandparents and the ending manages to make me cry every 

single time.  All of Raymond Briggs stories are well worth getting from Fergus 

the Bogeyman to the irreverent look at “Father Christmas”  

Superhero Graphic Novels are much maligned by parents and teachers alike 

but there are few other places in children’s and teen literature that deal with 

the sheer range of issues tackled in the Superhero Comics, from the Avengers 

to Batman and Wonder Woman they cover everything from racism to the 

rise of globalisation. 

Batman Year One is one of the most critically acclaimed Superhero Graphic 

Novels, dealing with the fledgling Bruce Wayne finally stepping up to the 

plate to become Batman. 

One Piece is a good, fun series with lots of cool, surreal battles.  It follows a 

boy called Monkey Luffy whose only ambition and driving force is to become 

the best pirate in the World.  His incurable optimism and the help of a Gum-

Gum fruit which gives him incredible stretching powers sees him travelling 

the high seas in search of crew members and dodging enemies, he gets in a 

fair few scrapes.  There is some very occasional very Mild swearing and 

cartoony violence. 

Would be well received by fans of Pokemon, Naruto or Sailor Moon. 

By no means the only crime-solving Manga out there (there are quite a few)  

In my opinion Case closed is one of the best for two reasons. 

1.  It references Sherlock Holmes almost constantly 

2. The main character is a 17 year old crime solving genius trapped in 

the body of an 8 year old.  Try solving crimes when people keep 

asking you where your mum is. 

Warning for younger readers, some of the crimes he solves are murders, 

occasionally grisly.  Would appeal to fans of CSI or Sherlock Holmes. 

http://supermerlion.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/06/one-piece-cover-1.jpg


 

 

 

 

Recommended Websites for Further Guidance 

http://www.koyagi.com/Libguide.html :: manga in libraries  

http://www.abcb.com/parents/ :: parents’ guide to anime  

http://my.voyager.net/~sraiteri/graphicnovels.htm :: recommended graphic novels for libraries  

http://ublib.buffalo.edu/libraries/asl/guides/comics.html#Recommended :: more recommended graphic 

novels for libraries  

http://ublib.buffalo.edu/lml/comics/pages/ :: comics especially for young adults  

http://www.koyagi.com/teachers.html :: teachers’ companion to manga  

http://lists.topica.com/lists/GNLIB-L/ :: graphic novel listserv for librarians, book industry professionals  

http://www.noflyingnotights.com/index2.html :: reviews of graphic novels for youth, teens, and adults, 

maintained by librarians 

A Fantasy manga, two brothers try alchemy to bring back their mother but 

the spell goes horribly wrong and one of the brothers ends up bound to a 

suit of armour and another loses his arm.  The brothers don’t give up though 

and become world-renowned Alchemists, fighting the forces of evil as they 

search for an ingredient that would help them recover their mother. 

An excellent series with steam –punk overtones, could appeal to Harry Potter 

Fans. 

The last manga series and possibly the darkest, Death Note raises interesting 

ethical questions, the difference between good and evil, and the corrupting 

influence of power.   It centers on Light Yagami, a high school student who 

discovers a supernatural notebook that grants its user the ability to kill 

anyone whose name and face they know. The series follows Light's 

subsequent attempts to create and rule a world "cleansed of evil" using the 

notebook, and the efforts of a detective known as L to stop him. 
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